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ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 261 

ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 

(Printed by order of Council.) 



1. Volcanic Eruption in the Azores. 

(Communicated by the Boabd of Tbade.) 

A VOLCANIC eruption of short duration occurred in the month of June last, in 
the bed of the sea, near the island of Terceira in the Azores. Information of 
it was communicated to our Vice-Consul at Fayal, by J. Bead, Esq., H.B.M. 
Vice-Consul at Terceira, in a despatch dated the 6th of June. He said, " I 
am induced to acquaint you that a submarine explosion took place on the 2nd 
instant, at about six or seven miles to the north-west of Ponta da Serreta, in 
this island, under the impression that the commander of any of Her Majesty's 
ships touching at Fayal may be induced to visit the locality for the purpose of 
ascertaining the situation and extent of this new danger. Yesterday the 
Intendent of Marine here proceeded in a boat to the spot, but could not ap- 
proach as near as could be wished, on account of the emission of steam and 
tremendous stones that at intervals were hurled into the air. It is calculated 
that an islet or shoal is there formed, extending, as well as could be judged, 
about three miles in an east and west direction. It is distant about three 
miles from the Serreta rocks, as set down in Captain Vidal's chart of the 
island." 

Information was subsequently received by our Vice-Consul at Fayal to the 
effect that the eruption still continued on the 6th of June, and that an islet or 
shoal was formed to the extent of 2J miles east and west, distant 9 miles from 
Serreta Point, bearing north-west by compass; lat. 38° 5^ n. and long. 
27° 33' w. The Intendent of Marine of the Azores has since reported that on 
the 17th of the month the volcano was completely extinct, that all vestiges had 
disappeared, and no soundings could be found on the spot at a depth of 3S0 
metres. 



2. Notes on the Tang-tse-kiang, together with Corrections of the eocisting 
Charts. By J, Minett Hockly, r.n., Harbour Master, Shanghai. 

[Extracts.] 
The nature of the Tang-tse below Hankow is famiUar to all members of the 
royal and mercantile marine ; btit that important portion which lies far 
beyond the limits hitherto thrown open to foreigners, has obtained compara- 
tively little attention. So long as the rebellion was in existence, attempts to 
explore the Yang-tse, or the districts on its shore, were attended with consider- 
able risk ; and since the capture of Nanking and the consequent extinction of 
the Taiping insurrection, neither the Chinese Government ofBcials nor the 
representatives of foreign powers have offered any encouragement to adven- 
turous Europeans who might otherwise be tempted to encounter the dangers 
and inconveniences incident to a voys^e of discovery. At the same time it is 
only fair to the generally inoffensive natives of China to state that, in the 
opinion of those whose knowledge of Chinese character renders them most 
competent to give an opinion on the matter, the perils of such a journey are 
largely over-estimated. A serious error was made in despatching so formid- 



